May 23, 2017

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2473, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘‘A bill to direct the Attor-
ney General to study issues relating to
human trafficking, and for other pur-
poses.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

HONORING MICHAEL WELGE

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
and memory of a lifelong resident of
my hometown of Taylorville, Illinois,
my good friend, Michael Welge. Mike
was a veteran, public servant, devoted
husband to his wife, Judy, father,
grandfather, and, again, my friend.

Mike passed away on May 4, but he
left a long legacy of dedication to his
family, his country, and his commu-
nity. As an Army veteran who served
his country, Mike continued his service
to military members as the com-
mander of American Legion Post 73.

Mike worked at Peabody Mine No. 10
for years before beginning a 22-year ca-
reer at the Illinois Department of Cor-
rections. Mike served as a member of
the Taylorville Planning and Zoning
Committee for 25 years and was a mem-
ber of many groups like the Taylorville
FFA Association, the American Farm
Heritage Museum in Greenville,
ABATE, and Moose Lodge 1516.

Mike is survived by his wife, Judy,
son, grandson, and brother. He will be
truly missed by all who knew him, and
I consider myself blessed to have
known Mike Welge as a friend.

———

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S BUDGET
PROPOSAL

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, budgets
are about values. And President
Trump’s budget breaks his promises to
the American people. His 2018 budget is
a disgrace.

The plan cuts people’s access to basic
necessities and retards decent stand-
ards of living. The American people
want to create jobs, raise wages, invest
in education, protect their pensions,
and give people a chance at a better fu-
ture.

What does the Trump budget do for
the heartland that voted for him?
Great Lakes clean up? Zeroed out. So-
cial Security Disability insurance?
Slashed. Medicaid? Slashed. Public
education? Slashed.
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We have seen this supply side eco-
nomic shell game before. It ends with a
massive tax cut for millionaires and
billionaires, while leaving Americans
living on the brink paycheck to pay-
check, leaving them behind.

Let’s recap. The Trump budget hurts
working families, it weakens Social Se-
curity and Medicaid, it hurts students
seeking to better themselves, it hurts
seniors trying to pay for their medicine
and insurance and who depend on pro-
grams like Meals on Wheels.

I would encourage every heartland
family with an elderly parent, an in-
debted graduate, or a trusting toddler
to look at this budget and match it
against the promises they heard versus
what is being delivered. What a shame
for our country.

————
HUMAN TRAFFICKING

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of millions of people
worldwide, whose lives have been irrep-
arably harmed by the scourge of
human trafficking.

Tragically, human trafficking is a $32
billion industry. This horrific practice
is often difficult to detect, yet there
are nearly 21 million victims of human
trafficking throughout the world each
year. It is estimated that 55 percent of
these victims are women and young
girls.

Sadly, most incidents of human traf-
ficking go unreported, while the vic-
tims suffer in silent pain. It is for these
reasons that we must raise awareness
of this terrible practice and work to
combat the growing threat against
these vulnerable people.

As a member of the State assembly,
I championed bipartisan measures to
combat this modern-day form of slav-
ery, including the Trafficking Victims
Protection and Justice Act.

Yesterday, to continue this fight, I
worked alongside my colleagues in the
House to pass bipartisan measures to
eliminate the scourge on humanity at
the Federal level, and also today.

Millions of men, women, and children
are suffering at the hands of human
traffickers and sex abusers. Thus, it is
our duty to hold those who commit
these vile acts accountable and to en-
sure justice for all.

——
MEMORIAL DAY

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this
Monday, America honors its war dead.
We call it Memorial Day.

Many Americans do not realize that
there are 25 United States cemeteries
overseas for America’s war dead. The
one in Luxembourg is one that I have
visited and I find quite unique.
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During World War II, in 1944, the Ger-
mans crushed through the American
lines in a surprise attack. It was called
the Battle of the Bulge. My 92-year-old
father fought in that battle when he
was 18.

The German advance was eventually
halted. One reason was because General
George Patton and his army helped
halt the attack by quickly advancing
through and saving Luxembourg.

After the war, the nation of Luxem-
bourg agreed to a memorial there. The
memorial is unique because the ceme-
tery is a burial place for mostly Ameri-
cans who were Kkilled in the Battle of
the Bulge. There are 5,076 Americans
buried there—22 sets of brothers. And
the average age of the soldier buried in
Luxembourg is 19.

This Memorial Day, let us remember
all who have served and have given
their lives and are buried all over the
world, because, Mr. Speaker, the worst
casualty of war is to be forgotten.

And that is just the way it is.

————

REDUCING IMPACT ON DISEASE
CONTROL

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 953, the Reduc-
ing Regulatory Burdens Act, which
eliminates the need to apply for addi-
tional permits for using pesticides al-
ready approved for widespread use
under current law.

The permitting process places an un-
necessary compliance burden on farm-
ers who simply want to protect their
crops using already available pesticides
that have been determined to have
minimal or no environmental impact
in their original testing process.

But of greater concern is the impact
on disease control. This bureaucratic
red tape can have the severe unin-
tended consequence of raising the dif-
ficulty for local mosquito control dis-
tricts, and others, and increase the
likelihood that mosquito-transmitted
diseases can spread.

The Zika virus, which reached epi-
demic levels last year, remains a seri-
ous threat in the United States, with
119 cases still in place and over 400
cases in U.S. territories. We are not
out of the woods yet.

This duplicative process hamstrings
health officials and agencies who are
responsible for suppressing these vi-
ruses and maintaining public safety.

This legislation provides critical pro-
tections of our Nation’s food supply, as
well as increasing our ability to com-
bat public health crises, such as the
Zika virus.

H.R. 953 passed the House last year
with bipartisan support, and I encour-
age my colleagues from both sides of
the aisle to do so once again.
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